
LEVEL IV SERVICES: 
CENTRAL SCREENING AND 

SELECTION 

for FCPS Families Grades 2-7

Mrs. Mary Keane
makeane@fcps.edu
Kings Park Elementary (W, Th, Fri AM) & 
Shrevewood Elementary (M, Tu, Fri PM)

Advanced Academic Programs
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-
overview/advanced-academic-programs



Agenda

• What is done in AAP?

• What goes into a Level 
IV screening file?

• What is the committee 
looking for in the work 
samples?

• What is the timeline for 
this process?

• Questions



We label services, not children.



What do 
students do in 
the Advanced 
Academic 
Programs?



Level I:  Critical and Creative Thinking Skills 
for all students



Levels II-IV: Curriculum Frameworks, K-6



Best Practices in Identification

Best practices indicate 
that multiple measures 
and valid indicators from 
multiple sources must be 
used to assess and serve 
gifted students. 
Information should be 
gathered from multiple 
sources, in different ways 
and in different contexts”

- NAGC, 1997



Screening File Contents

1. Summary Sheet

2. Referral Form 

3. Gifted Behaviors 
Rating Scale with 
Commentary

4. Ability Test Results

5. Additional Optional 
Test Results

6. Progress Reports (1 
½ years)

7. Parent/Guardian 
Questionnaire 
(optional)

8. Student Work 
Samples

9. Awards, letters of 
recommendation 
(optional)



Referral Form



Forms on Public Web



Ability Testing

FCPS Testing:  

• NNAT (Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test) 
administered February/March of Grade 1

• CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test) 
administered October of grade 2

 Students must have one abilities test score on 
file to be screened

 The screening pool benchmark (Grade 2 
students only) is determined through analysis 
the Grade 1 NNAT and Grade 2 CogAT



Private Ability Tests

•A parent/guardian may seek private testing 
through a licensed clinical psychologist or 
through George Mason University (GMU).  

•If GMU is not used, a copy of the licensed 
clinical psychologist’s license must be included 
with the test results.

List of Approved Ability Tests

Group Tests

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 

Otis-Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) 

Individually Administered Tests

Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children

(WISC IV, WISC V)

Cognitive Assessment System (CAS)

Kaufman Assessment Battery

Differential Ability Scale (DAS)



Gifted Behavior Rating Scale (GBRS)



Parent Guardian Questionnaire 



Parent Guardian Questionnaire:
2e Learners

A student in grades K 
through 12 who 
demonstrate high 
performance ability or 
academic potential and 
who have a cognitive, 
physical, behavioral, or 
emotional disability 
that requires 
accommodations in 
order for their potential 
to be realized.



Work Samples



Guidelines
Minimum 2 pages submitted by the school

• 1 sample must be:

a) The result of the student working with one of the 9 
critical and creative thinking strategies –OR—

b) The result of working with a resource from the AAP 
Curriculum Framework for levels II-IV (Clarion, M3, 
Jacob’s Ladder, Document Based Questions, etc.)

• The second sample may be:

a) Another work sample related to critical and creative 
thinking or problem solving

b) A writing sample

c) A sample showing student strengths



The other four pages of work samples 
may be submitted by the school or by 
the parent.  
They should showcase student strengths 
in a variety of subject areas.



Guidelines (continued)

Pages must be single-sided, 8 ½ x 11”. 

Pages must be 2-dimensional only; However, a photograph of a 3D work 
sample is acceptable.

Multiple pages may be copied to one page as long as it is large enough to 
read.  Or, a single page from a multi-page work sample may be included.

Copies or originals are acceptable (work samples will not be returned)

It is helpful to write a brief sentence or two that highlights what the 
committee should notice about the sample



Math Sample from Mentoring Young 
Mathematicians (M2)



Math Non-Sample



Language Arts: Encapsulation



Language Arts Non-Sample



Social Studies:  Johnoglyphics



Social Studies Non-Sample



Other Work Samples



Other Work Samples



Other Work Sample



The Timeline



Step1
Second grade parents are notified of 

pool the beginning of January.

Referrals for students grades 2-7 are 

due by January 12
th
– submit to AART 

or administrator at local school.  

Optional materials are due for Pool or 
Referral students by January 12th

Submit to AART



Step2

School Based Committee meets to 

complete GBRS with Commentary 

and assemble screening files 

Central Selection Committee meets

Central selection for spring 

screening cycle is March 2018



Step3

Eligibility decisions are mailed to 

families early April 2018

Reasons for decisions are not provided.  

If a student is ineligible, directions for appeals 

are included in the mailing.



Eligibility Letters will 

contain:

• Date for Level IV 

orientation

• Form for accepting 

placement that is 

returned to the 

AAP office

Form for accepting placement must be 

returned by May 4th

Step4

Orientations for 

Eligible Students

And

Accepting Placement



Step5

Appeals are due May 11, 2018

New information must be provided in an 

appeal. The original file will be pulled out and 

considered side-by-side with new information.  

Parents submit the appeal directly to the AAP 

office via U.S. Mail.  The school is not

involved in the appeal process.



Step6

Appeals decisions are 

mailed by June 1st.

The decision of the appeals 

committee is final.



https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-

overview/advanced-academic-programs

Mrs. Mary Keane

makeane@fcps.edu
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